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121 Kakapo Street, Gore ~ Principal John Hogue

From the Principal

Right Relationships -The Rock!

This theme will be at the forefront of our activities in 2010. This underlying principle is one that should be
seen in all actions as a College in 2010. From the way we meet and greet people, to the way we interact with
them; be they student, parent, teacher or any other key stakeholders. The relationships we have and build in
our community are the foundation - The Rock , on which we live and work. It is the one thing we do have
control over. It can be best summed up by the simple statement; Treat

others the way you want to be treated . This ‘Golden Rule’ is what ‘right

relationships’ look like.

Roll
We begin 2010 with 395 students, the highest roll for many years. This
includes our International Students.

Orientation

The introduction of an Orientation day for
‘new’ students in the Junior school was a
wonderful success and much of the day
was lead by our Year 13 students who
were outstanding. A number of these
Year 13 students had been fortunate to
attend a Leadership Training and
Personal Development Programme in the
holidays called Marist Youth Leader. This
involves students from various Catholic
schools in NZ and Australia with Marist connections. We were fortunate to be able to ‘piggy back’ onto to
this programme.

NCEA Results
The College results for 2010 are very good. Here is a snapshot:
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University Entrance
82.9% of students entering for UE in year 13 achieved it. The national equivalent for Decile 8-10 is 72.6%.

Ratcliffe Exchange

We have further information on the opportunity for a short exchange with Ratcliffe College for current Year 8
or 9 students at St Peter’s College. Some expressions of interest have been received and more are
welcome. There will be an opportunity to hear more on Tuesday 16 of February in the College Library at
7:30pm.

Staff Changes
We welcome a number of new staff to the College. At present Mrs Cavanagh-Monaghan and Mrs Low are
both on leave. Miss Stephanie Green is Acting Deputy Principal.

The following are the new staff:

Mrs Gail Roulston Mrs Zella Horrell Mrs Brenda Hogue Mr Chris Mcll  wrick Mrs Alexa Wallace Mr Ronny  Kotkamp
Commerce Religious Education/ Inte rnational Students/ HELA Physical Maths Physical Education/
English Religi ous Education Education/Health Health

N t rourou, n taku rourou ka ora ai te iwi

With your food basket and my food basket the people will thrive




Curriculum Change

The year is well under way and by Period 2 on the first day all students had a timetable and were in class. This is a credit to our key
staff and the work they put in the weeks preceding Day 1. Schools are dynamic places and the way we teach and learn is inevitably
changing. This year we have students being taught through the SILC (Southland Interactive Learning Community). That means their
teacher is in Christchurch and they are connected to him through a software package on the computer. This we call Distance
Learning and our Year 13 Physics students are being taught this way. This flexibility allows students to take a subject where we do
not have a specialist teacher but also in a slot that fits their timetable. This way of delivering curriculum is likely to be obvious in the
future. Students will be able to access lessons at home at a time that fits their schedule. We are fortunate to have John Adams our
ex Head of Science involved in this year's Physics option on SILC.

National Standards
This issue is very much in the spotlight at present and will continue to be so. What follows is the St Peter’s College ‘view’ and
approach to the present situation.

Plan and implement a process to ensure that the National Standards are aligned to the Levels of the NZ Curriculum that staff
have been working on in English and Maths in the first instance. You see this in the College Report layout for each student. It tells
what level they are at.

Ensure our plan keeps staff, students and parents informed of what are the important issues and what the priorities are.

Ensuring we are developing and monitoring the key competencies in the Standards across all subjects.

Two Key Observations
1. Itis not that the Standards themselves are the issue but how the process is managed. Most schools are doing this already
through the existing curriculum and internationally our results in Literacy and Numeracy are good.

The parent meetings that are set down on the Calendar in March for Years 7-11, will include information and opportunities for
explanation.

Why so much fuss?
There are some real reservations that schools have based on good international research. They are:

1. Students who do not reach the National Standard in writing, say in Year 8, will struggle and may be in risk of being ‘labelled’ a
failure.

2. There is a danger that teaching will be directed to meeting the standard and other important parts of schooling will suffer. The
curriculum will be very narrow.

3. League Tables will emerge that disadvantage schools and communities. There is no doubt that student achievement is closely
related to the soci-economic status
of the family so we need to keep this
in perspective.

New Classrooms

We are delighted that the BOT has
been able to secure through the
Proprietor two new classrooms for the
College. These two classrooms will be
in use next week and will relieve much
of the pressure on general classroom
space at the College.

John Hogue
Athletics Day Rugby Meeting
Athletics day is on Friday 19 February (cancellation will be Rugby meeting on Monday 8 February 7.30pm in the school
Monday 22 February). Everyone is welcome to come along and | [IdEeAsEiEhlR gl auTllelely[Te B
support the students. We also require assistance on this day so
if you are able to help please phone Mrs Pauline Cormack on Tracksuits
2089061 ext 744. Forms need to be handed in by Monday 8 February to Mrs
Country Schools Athletics is held on Wednesday 24 February. Robyn Pullar’s office along with money for those students wishing
For an athlete to qualify for Country Schools Athletics they must | LeKJQgRIlS R0 Cil
gain at least two placings on our Athletics day.

Cricket
Opening College Mass Year 7 and 8 students who are wanting to play Saturday morning
Reminder that the Opening cricket please see Mrs Pauline Cormack at PE office.

College Mass will be held in

the College Hall at 11.45am on
Friday 12 of February. All are
welcome.

The Days Ahead ...
8 February Rugby meeting 7.30pm

Captains
9 February  Ranfurly Shield viewing 1.45pm
PTFA meeting 7.30pm

Reminder
Please remind students to bring along a drink bottle to school.

12 February Opening Mass

ltinerant Music Year 13 Parent/Staff potluck lunch

Lists will be up next week in the Fish Bowl for
students that are interested in the following: $

Singing, Guitar, Violin, Piano, Jazz Band and Choir. This newsletter is also on our website
Please write your name on list asap. http://www.stpetersgore.school.nz




