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N�  t�  rourou, n �  taku rourou ka ora ai te iwi 
With your food basket and my food basket the people  will thrive 

From the Principal 
Schools work because committed people make them work. People who are members of a school community 
want to make a difference. They want to ensure students and other members of the school community can 
be the best people they can.  This week we have seen how important making a difference has been. The 
funeral of Mark Febery on Wednesday was obviously a sad occasion. One of the things it did do was to 
bring together people whose lives had been affected or touched by Mark. He made a difference and this was 
evident in the service at his funeral. It was clearly evident that the mission of St Peter’s College is alive, 
Charity does Fulfil the Law. 
As Principal my thanks go to staff, students and families for their support of each other and the Febery 
family. It is in these times of grief and sadness that we see the best elements of what makes a College with 
a life of special character work. Not only do we see the Catholic tradition provide a framework for the 
celebration and  grieving  that goes with the death of much loved member of the community, but also the 
Gospel Values that we aspire to being lived. The values of love, service, peace, hospitality and most of all 
compassion were evident for all to see. Compassion, when lived, means action. We saw a community 
moved to action out of love. 
Today we said farewell to Mrs Liz Greenfield at the Assembly, after 27 years of service to St Peter’s College. 
Over those years as a Librarian and Teacher Aide Liz has made a significant contribution to the College. 
The professional and thorough way she went about her work was evident to all and she will be missed. The 
staff will farewell Liz this Friday evening. Next week’s newsletter will have a more detailed acknowledgement 
to Liz. 
John Hogue 

An excerpt from the Eulogy delivered by Mr 
Brendan Terry on be-
half of St Peter’s Col-
lege staff and students. 
 
Little did he know it but in 
1973 Mark John Douglas 
Febery was earmarked 
for greatness. As you will 
well-know, a prerequisite 
for greatness in the 
catholic tradition is to 
receive a calling. While 
less theatrical than other 
catholic luminaries, Mark 
too was called … by the 

Rosminians who asked Mark to be the Head of 
Social Studies at St Peter’s College.   
Looking back one wonders if Mark had any idea, 
when he stepped from the train on his  arrival to 
Gore, that he was about to embark on one of the 
most significant relationships of his life.  In total, 
Mark taught at St Peter’s for a remarkable 33 
years.   
One way of framing Mark’s contribution to St Pe-
ter’s is to explore it through the heart of his school.   
To my mind, Mark’s contribution to St Peter’s is 
exemplified in our motto Charity fulfils the Law.  If 
charity is the art of giving selflessly to others then 
Mark was a master.  What’s more he did it with his 
greatest gift.  His passion. 
Mark Febery is the embodiment of a passionate 
man.  Every endeavour he undertook was always 
done with buoyant lashings of it. 
Mark was passionate about the Social Sciences, 
especially his beloved History classes.  Students 
and staff alike recall a man with a truly encyclopae-
dic knowledge; a man who devoured new informa-
tion with a ravenous appetite; a man who salivated 
excitedly over maps.  Mark loved learning, he de-
lighted in sharing it and naturally his students were 
the richer for it.  Above all, as an academic, Mark 
had that rare gift of being able to communicate 
these ideas to the students.   
Clearly, a man of Mark’s ilk possessed enthusiasm 
that transcended the four walls of the classroom.  
Again, Mark’s service to the school was generous.  
From stamp club, to white elephant and football; 
from Borland Lodge, to Asiawise, and the Ball, the 

correct question to ask was not what Mark did for 
St Peters, but rather what didn’t Mark do for St Pe-
ters.   
Mark was an avid supporter of the performing arts, 
especially public speaking.  Here, he tirelessly 
helped students with their preparation for the 
events like the Eisteddfod and the Bishop’s Shield.  
This support continued after his retirement with 
Mark attending last year’s Eisteddfod concert.   
Mark’s success at St Peter’s was no happy acci-
dent.  For Mark’s abundant passion to be effective 
it had to be backed by an engaging personality.  
Mark certainly had a captivating presence, one he 
was only too willing to share. 
It began with that voice.  Whether talking, laughing 
or singing, Mark possessed a rich baritone that 
rose up from his boots, or sandals, to trumpet joy, 
often despite the situation. 
He moved with purpose.  He bounded upstairs to 
B5, he rambled across the ridges, rivers and 
swamps at Borland Lodge and he power-walked up 
Broughton Street to his home with his trusty brown 
briefcase along for the ride. 
Mark had a style all of his own.  Mo’ Febery experi-
mented with moustaches during the less sophisti-
cated days of the 70s and 80s.  Then he rebelled 
against convention to be the first, and quite possi-
bly the only male teacher at St Peters, to have his 
ear pierced.  As for his dress sense, all I will say is 
that I’m convinced that that grey sweater, the one 
with the bold red 88 on it, surely has been inducted 
into the History Teacher’s Hall of Fame. 
To Mark’s family, I’d like to extend a huge, heart-felt 
thank you for graciously sharing him and his abun-
dant passion with St Peter’s.     
On the subject of death, Winston Churchill said, “I 
am ready to meet my maker – but whether my 
maker is prepared for the great ordeal of meeting 
me is another matter”  
Mark, with your gentle, gracious soul and overflow-
ing passion you are the antithesis of Churchill.  I’m 
sure when you passed, your maker proudly wel-
comed you with open arms before you were 
swamped with hugs and kiss from those who you 
loved and who went before you. 
Mark in your life you left our school in no doubt that 
we were loved.  The feeling was always mutual.  
Happy journeys Mark, and thank you. 
 



This newsletter is also on our website  
http://www.stpetersgore.school.nz 

Bishop’s Shield - Billets Urgently Required 
St Peter’s College is hosting this year’s Bishop’s  Shield which is 
over the weekend of 21 - 23 May.  The Bishop’s Shield is an an-
nual competition in Public Speaking among Catholic Secondary 
Colleges of the Diocese of Dunedin and the four schools taking 
part are St Peter’s College, Kavanagh College (Dunedin), Verdon 
College (Invercargill) and St Kevin’s College (0amaru).  Students 
participate in prepared speech, impromptu speech, scripture, 
drama and debating.  There are Junior and Senior sections.  St 
Peter’s College is defending the Shield, which we won last year 
in Dunedin.  As the host School, we have a responsibility to billet 
sixty eight students. This means we are looking for sixty eight 
beds over two nights   (Friday 21 and Saturday 22 May).   As all 
morning/afternoon teas, lunches and dinner are provided the only 
requirement will be breakfast on both Saturday and Sunday.  WE 
SEEK YOUR SUPPORT.  Please contact me as soon as possi-
ble if you are able to help.  Telephone St Peter’s College on 208 
9060 or after hours 208 5655. Viv Tamblyn - Arts Co-ordinator  

For Sale 
Two Kilts, three summer skirts and three Findlay PE  tops for 
sale.  Telephone Sarah O’Neill on 208 5208.  

The Days Ahead …  
9-10 May    Year 12 Borland Lodge ABL  Day 
10 - 14 May   Year 10 Borland Lodge Camp  
12 May  Southland Cross Country  Championships 
13 May Year 10 Retreat 

Students Achievements 
�  Congratulations to Haidee McRae who recently 

competed in the 2010 South Island Independence 
Games.  Her results were as follows:  3rd - Mobile 
Dash 200, 2nd - Mobile Dash 400, 3rd - Discuss, 
2nd - Freestyle 25, 1st - Backstroke 25 and 1st - 
Breaststroke 25. 

40 Hour Famine 
So you want to know more about the 40 Hour Famine? In a 
nutshell it's all about going without for those without. That means 
standing up for those in our global community who struggle every 
day to get what we take for granted; safe water, food, healthcare, 
and education.  The 40 Hour Famine is on 21-23 May this year. 
You can do it on your own, with a group or with your school 
mates. All you have to do is get people to sponsor you for going 
without something you find difficult to give up for 40 hours. For 
further information http://www.famine.org.nz/.  If you are keen to 
join the fun please contact Lucy Barron at school to join up.  
Pictured below: from back left Kylie Malin and Matt Stott from World 
Vision New Zealand who came to our school to talk to us about the 40 
hour famine and what great things the money fundraised does for our 
global community.  Front left: Lucy Barron (Captain of Special Character), 
Angelina Bourke and Cameron Bone. 

Homework Club 
Homework club runs from 3:20 - 4:20pm in the 
School Library  every Wednesday and 
Thursday.  Any enquiries please telephone Miss 
Dana Bond on 2089061 ext 715. 
 

Year 10 Borland Lodge Camp 
The buses taking us to Borland Lodge will be leaving 
from the Robertson St car park at 7.30am.   Students 
will need to arrive in plenty of time to stow their bags 
and have their names checked off.  The buses will return to the 
Robertson St car park at approximately 3.00pm on Friday May 
14.  Please check the gear lists carefully to ensure that your child 
has all the clothing and gear to make this a safe and enjoyable 
week.  It is essential that they have an adequate amount of warm 
clothing.  Please name your child’s clothing/gear as many 
students will have items that are identical. 
A reminder that students have been asked to bring a named tea 
towel, baking or a packet of biscuits (to share for supper), and a 
packed lunch for Monday. 

Lions Clubs International 
Are you looking for a new challenge 
and are aged between 17 - 21 years 
old?.  I can offer an overseas trip on 
our Youth Exchange programme to 
spend 6 weeks in one of several countries around the world.  If 
you are interested in this fantastic opportunity please email Des 
Black at londes.black@xtra.co.nz. 

Lost Property 
We have numerous items in the lost 
property for example Jerseys, pencil 
cases, swimming bags, sweat shirts, 
shoes, shorts  etc. Please encourage 
your child to come at morning tea to 
the office so we can return the items 
to the rightful owners. Thank you. 

BASKETBALL COACHING CLINIC 
We have Richard Dickel (Coach of the Southland Sharks) along 
with Shark Players coming to Archer Stadium, Gore on 23 May 
2010 for a skills clinic. 
Times are:  10.00 - 11.30am U13 Boys  
         12.00 - 1.30pm U13 Girls 
          2.00 - 3.30pm U15 Boys 
                    4.00 - 5.30pm U15 Girls 
Coaches at all levels are most welcome to attend for free. Cost is 
$5 per player.  Limited numbers. 

Register with Sherri Ph 208 6600  
or e-mail sherriw@slingshot.co.nz before 20 May 2010. 

Swimming Sports 
Congratulations to all our swimmers, It was a great day.  Once 
again thank you to our  wonderful parents, Tracey Archer, Donna-
Maree La Hood, Pam Highsted, Rosie Sullivan, Paul Adams, 
Maree Smith, Susan Vetters, Sue McQueen, Lisa Anderson, 
Susan Keeler,  Isa Kullman and Ben Balzs (Gap Students)who so 
kindly assisted, and did a fantastic job. 
2010 Champions 
Year 7 and 8 
1st   Henry Sullivan     1st  Claudia Lahood 
2nd   Shaye Taylor   2nd  Eliza Adams 
3rd    Ahmad Alani   3rd  Maggie McPail 
Year 9 and 10 
1st = Stuart Smith 1st     Sian Davis 
1st = Argus Chay 2nd = Laura McVicar 
2nd   Toby Adams 2nd = Tracey Brinsdon 
3rd   Mitchell Newton 3rd    Sasha Nicholson 
Senior 
1st    Kavan Chay 1st    Taylor Archer 
2nd   Rogan Adams 2nd    Lucy Barron 
3rd    David Highsted  3rd    Victoria Perkins 
House Points 
1st   McAuley 357   2nd    Pompallier 333 
3rd   Rosmini 316 4th     Finlay 192 




