Director’s Update – David Barton
Kia ora e te whanau

This week we said farewell to Devlin Hanekom our South African
gap supervisor. Devlin had been with us for the past 14mths and
had been an important part of our team. He had been trying to
get home since July but due to Covid-19 he was unable to get a
flight until now.
We thank him for his hard work and commitment during his stay
and wish him safe travel home and all the best at university next
year.
The students had another fun evening this week with the latest
inter-house competition “Fear Factor Hostel style”, there was a
combination of both eating and physical challenges. The scores
are currently being added and the result will be announced next
week.
All the best to our students who are heading away next week to
play their chosen sport for the Otago and Southland sports
week.
Nga mihi
David

Boys Dorm:
I was so impressed last night with the guys and how much they
embraced the Interhouse Fear Factor challenge.
The food challenges really took the boarders out of their comfort
zones! I noticed a lot of guys who were really keen to try out more
than just one challenge. They were all hugely competitive and
bought a great energy to the whole evening. Particular props to
Kynan and Connor who, I believe, attempted every single activity.
I have a particular fondness for spring at the hostel, those long
dark days clear away really quickly, and it changes the whole
atmosphere with it. I’m looking forward to being able to get out
and do a lot more sunshine-y activities with everyone for the
remainder of the year.
I’m continuing to focus on the respect and integrity facets of our
values system with the guys. As a whole, they are really grounded
and well turned out young men, I believe though that these will
be valuable traits to reinforce within them, that will carry them
far, even beyond their stay at the hostel.
I wish all our families the very best for the weekend 😊
CeeJay

Girls Dorm: Claire has decided each
week she is going to do a profile of each of
the girls.
Name: Bella McKenzie
Year: Yr 11
Fav colour: Pink
Fav book: The Way I See It
Meet anyone famous: Abby Erwood and
Jennifer O’Connell
Fav sport: Netball, Cricket and Volleyball
If I was on a remote Island and could take 3
things, what would they be: Water, Food and
Survival kit
What do you want to be: Primary School
Teacher
What do you like about school: Learning New
Things
I Love the hostel: Convenience
What did you love about lockdown? Starting
Keto

Head Students
It is a busy time of the year at the moment
with all the winter sport finishing up.
Congrats to everyone who played in their
respective sports and gave it their all. On
Thursday night this week, we had the Hostel
Fear Factor competition where we had a
range of horrifying activities from eating chia
seeds and fish sauce to walking over lego.
We also wish everyone who is playing at
tournament week next week the best of luck
in all their sports.
Have a great weekend,

Xander and Molly

Important dates
Term 3 Dates:

4th September Teachers only day
25th September Hostel closes at 5pm
25th September End of term 3

Staff:
On Wednesday night we said farewell to Devlin who
has been with us for 14 months. He left very fast, as
getting him to Auckland for his flight on Sunday was a
big job, but David managed to do it. Very hard to fly
around New Zealand now. He is heading home to
South Africa where he is going to work till next year.
He is then going onto study student law. As you see
we have some photo to share of his time with us.
Good luck Devlin with your law studies. Maybe one
day you might come visit again - or some of the us
may even make it to South Africa!

