
1 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Name:      Year: 

 

Form Class:     Whanau Teachers: 



2 
 

 

WELCOME! 
We hope you will enjoy your time at the college.  
 
We very much enjoy the contribution which our international students make to the life of the 
college. We provide a very caring and supportive environment where students can excel and make 
most of the opportunities available to them.  
 
The challenge for you is to be as successful as you can.  Your parents want you to be successful 
and so does everyone at St Peter’s College.  We believe that the most successful students are the 
ones who have kiwi friends and who try to fit in to New Zealand society.  So, take every opportunity 
you can to meet and mix with as many local people as you can! 
  
 
KEY FEATURES OF OUR SCHOOL: 
 

• St Peter’s is a Catholic co-educational school (boys and girls). 

• There are about 400 students, from Year 7 – 13 (aged 10 – 18) 

• We have a reputation for excellent results in examinations. 

• You can take part in many sporting and cultural activities in the 

school and in the community. 

 

SPECIAL CHARACTER 
 
As a Catholic College we teach the values of Jesus Christ.  That means trying to be kind to others, 
and treating people the way you would like to be treated.  We value compassion, commitment 
and community.  
 

Our motto is “Charity fulfils the law.” This means that if you love others, then you have done what 
God wants you to do. How did he expect us to show our love?  By looking after each other 
and supporting each other. We also need to reach out some of the people in the rest of our 
country and our world – especially the poor, the hungry and those suffering under injustice.  
At St Peter’s College, you will take part in some activities that aim to help others. For instance, we 
have a work day, where you will be expected to do some work to help someone else. Sometimes 
we have mufti days --days when you do not wear your school uniform, and you bring a donation.  
 
There also will be times when you will take part in some Catholic traditions and ceremonies.  Your 
ESOL teacher will explain these to you. Our students come from a range of different faiths and 
traditions, and we expect everyone to show respect for the beliefs of others.
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The School’s principal is Mrs Tara Quinney.  She has overall responsibility for the 
school. She will meet you during your first week at St Peter’s College, and she may 
want to speak with you from time to time about your experience. 
 
 

 
The Pastoral Care, Administrator & Homestay Co-ordinator is Mrs Nikki 
Cunningham. Mrs Cunningham can be found at the International office by the 
Games Room. Mrs Cunningham will help you with any problems or worries you 
have with your homestay or at the hostel. She will organise your uniform, 
stationery, and phone, and she will help you open a bank account when you first 
arrive.  If you are staying at the hostel, she will organise a homestay for you over 
the school holidays or when the hostel is closed. Mrs Cunningham can help you 

with any day to day concerns or requests. 
 

The school’s Executive Officer is Mrs Paula Robertson. Her office is near the 
school’s main office. Mrs Robertson will help you with money-related issues. She also 

keeps your passport in the safe. 
 
 
The Academic liaison for International Students is Mrs Louise Grogan. Mrs 
Grogan will help you with your academic course and keep an eye on your progress. 
You can talk to Mrs Grogan about any problems you have in any of your classes.   
 
 

The International Agent liaison is Mrs Lisa Perkins. Mrs Perkins 
will keep in contact with your Agent while you are at St Peter’s College and assist 

them with any information they may need for your parents or for you. 
 
 
You will also meet your subject teachers during your first week. You should ask them for help if 
you do not understand what is happening in class. The school also has learning tutors who 
oversee the learning of all students at each year level and whanau teachers who see you every 
day. 
 

 
 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

 _____________________________________________ 
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International Students take part in an orientation programme during your first week at the College. 
Mrs Cunningham will help you get to know the College and aspects of New Zealand life. 
  
The orientation programme will include: 
 

• A tour of the school, including the library, gymnasium and cafeteria. 

• Meeting key staff members. 

• Choosing subjects to study and organising your daily timetable 

• Discussing what you expect from your experience, and what we expect from you. 

• Setting goals and making a plan for achieving them. 

• Information about living in a homestay/ or boarding Hostel 

• Where to find the school’s guidance counsellor, and careers advisors. 
 
COURSES 
 
Staff, and/or your parents and agent will help you 
choose a course which is right for you. It is 
important to choose your courses carefully, 
particularly if you want to go to University or return 
to school in your own country.  The College may 
change your course if you are not meeting 
requirements, or if a subject is too full. 
  
International students who want to gain university 
entrance qualifications will need to do a two year 
course beginning at Year 12 level.  While you may 
have achieved good passes in your own country, 
when you come to New Zealand and classes are 
all taught in English, you will find it hard to get the 
required grades for entrance to university if you do not allow two years. We encourage all senior 
students to aim for our national qualification, the National Certificate in Educational Achievement 
(NCEA). 
 
 
ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES 
 
As part of your course, you will have an ESOL programme. When you enter St Peter’s College, you 
will be assessed for your level of English.  A decision will be made at that stage about the subjects 
and levels that are right for you.  You may be placed into classes on a progressive basis, so that 
you are not overwhelmed.  At the start, you might only go to one or two subject classes, and then 
gradually add more classes to your timetable. 
 
You may find it difficult to pass assessments in classes where there is a lot of new language to 
read and write. This many mean that you enrol in subjects at different levels. For instance, you 
might take Level 2 Maths, but Level 1 History.  You will find it difficult at first, but don’t worry--your 
English will improve throughout the year. 
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Bell Times MONDAY - FRIDAY 

ASSEMBLY/WHANAU TIME 
 

10.25-10.40am 

P1 8:45-9:35 am 

P2 9:35-10:25 am 

INTERVAL 10:40-11:10am 

P3 11:10-12:00pm 

P4 12:00-12:50pm 

LUNCHTIME 12:50-1:35pm 

P5 1:35-2:25pm 

P6 2.25-3:15pm 
 

 

 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING 
 

From late October to April each year, New Zealand’s clocks are “turned forward one hour”.  This is 
known as daylight saving so New Zealanders can enjoy longer daylight hours.  In April each year 
the clocks are “turned back” one hour. 
 

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL 
 
You must attend all classes in which you are enrolled. If you are absent, there must be an 
explanation.  If you are sick for more than two days, your absence must be covered by a medical 
certificate from a doctor or an explanation from your homestay parent. 
  
If you miss more than 20 per cent of classes, you will not meet the conditions of your student visa 
and you may have to leave the school. 
 

 

 
 

We will report to your parents and/or agent regularly, giving details of your progress. The school 
has an online reporting system,that your parents can access. Every two weeks, your teachers will 
report on your attitude and behaviour in class. Please see: 
https://www.stpetersgore.school.nz/parent.html 
  
 
The school also runs parent-teacher reporting nights, which your homestay parents or Mrs 
Cunningham will attend with you. On these nights, teachers speak to students and parents about 
your progress, behaviour and your next steps. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.stpetersgore.school.nz/parent.html
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You will have many choices about sports and activities that you can enjoy while in New Zealand. 
The school offers many sports such as netball, tennis, rugby, football, basketball, volleyball, 
badminton, swimming and athletics.  There are also other sports activities within the community.  
 
You can attend lessons to learn a musical instrument (or speech and drama or dance) if you 
wish, and there are also opportunities to take part in other cultural events. You will have the chance 
to take part in cultural activities at the school, such as a play or musical production, or the school’s 
annual Eisteddfod (concert) which features students entertaining others by acting, singing or 
playing musical instruments. Talk to Mrs Cunningham about your hobbies and interests. 
  
Organisations such as the NZ Spirit of Adventure Trust offer young people the chance to take part 
in sailing programmes that provide challenges and help personal growth and development. 
Students have to pay to take part in these programmes. During the school holidays, you may also 
like to undertake a tour with a New Zealand company which organises North or South Island tours 
just for international students. 
 
 

 
The school offers social events such as junior socials (dances), and the annual school ball, which 
is run for senior students. In 2021, the ball is on Thursday, June 23rd - Friday is a Public Holiday. 
 
Once a term, the International Department organises a social event for students to have fun and 
get to know one another better. These are recorded on the School Calendar which will be provided 
to you.  
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VALUABLES / MONEY 
 

Be careful with money.  Carry only what you think you will need.  Look after your valuables (for 
example, cameras, phones, calculators) carefully.  Not everyone is honest.  Do not lend money to 
other students.  You host family may ask you about your money.  This is because they want it to 
be safe and they are concerned for you.  We do not consider this rudeness.  A bank account and a 
cash card can be arranged for you when you arrive if you wish.  Do not tell anyone your pin 
number for your bank cash card. 
 

 
PERSONAL SAFETY 

 
Please discuss with your homestay family 
the safest and most direct way of 
travelling in their area.  For your personal 
safety, we ask that you always advise 
your host family of your expected time of 
arrival home.   
 
Talk to the Mrs Cunningham, the 
Principal, Deputy Principal or Counsellor if 
you feel that you have been in an unsafe 
or upsetting situation.  Remember the 
24/7 emergency number is 027 230 9785. 
The Gore Police Station is in our Main 
Street near the ‘big fish’.   
  

 
 

EMERGENCIES 
 

In New Zealand we telephone 111 for emergencies (police, fire, ambulance).  We call an 
ambulance for an accident or dangerous health problems such as a heart attack. 
  
In an emergency: 
 

• There is no charge for this service 

• This is a free call from a telephone box 

• Dial 111 

• Tell the operator which service you require (police, fire, ambulance) 

• Give your name, address and phone number 
 

Remember: You should carry with you at all times the telephone 
number of your homestay family and the 24/7 emergency number 

(Mrs Nikki Cunningham)  021 417 872 
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The over-riding rule at St Peter’s College is RESPECT. Respect for people – staff and student alike 
– their gifts, uniqueness and their property. Respect for St Peter’s – the way we do things at St 
Peter’s, our traditions and our environment. 
 
  

 

 
 

• Follow classroom expectations 

• Interact positively and appropriately with others 

• Be respectful of teaching and learning time for all in the class 

• Be respectful of our community by wearing the uniform neatly and correctly 

• Arrive on time, with the correct equipment and ready to learn. 

• Engage in the tasks the teacher sets, and aim to complete them, including homework. 

• Meet deadlines for work. 
 
 
Ask Mrs Cunningham if you are unsure about the meaning of any of these rules. 
 
You should try to speak English in class. In New Zealand, we say “please” “thank you” and “sorry” 
A LOT.  You need to try and take part in all the class activities if you can. If you are not sure what 
to do, ask your teacher or another student. In New Zealand, teachers like to be asked questions, 
so your teacher will be happy to answer you. Students are expected to contribute to discussions, 
and try to do the written work.  If the class work is too difficult for you, Mrs Grogan will give you 
other work to do. 
 
At first, you may feel very tired at times. Speak to Mrs Cunningham about this. Sleeping during 
class is extremely disrespectful to your teacher.  
 
 
Sometimes, you may need a little more time to complete tasks. It is acceptable to ask your teacher 
if you can have more time. You may also ask for more time to complete homework tasks, as these 
will take longer for you. 
 
The school has a pastoral care system which ensures that students are given help to learn and 
achieve their goals, and accept responsibility for their actions.  Mrs Cunningham and your Whanau 
teachers will explain this system to you. You can ask Mrs Cunningham or your Whanau teachers 
for help with any problems relating to behaviour or your relationship with other teachers. If you feel 
that you have been treated unfairly by any teacher, you can talk to Mrs Cunningham about 
this. 
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You need to have permission from the school and 
your parents before you leave Gore for a weekend 
or a holiday. There is an online Form which needs to 
be completed before you leave town. You are also 
not allowed to leave the school grounds during the 
school day. There is a cafeteria at the hostel so if 
you want a snack or some lunch, go to it.  
 
In New Zealand, it is illegal to smoke/vape in most 
buildings. This includes school and school grounds. 
Most New Zealand people do not like cigarette 
smoke inside the house. It is against the law to sell 
cigarettes to anyone under 18 years. 
  
You are not allowed to drink alcohol in New Zealand, even if you are 18. This is a condition of your visa. You 
are not permitted to enter Hotel, Taverns or Nightclubs or any other licensed premises if you are under 18 
years of age.  It is illegal for persons under the age of 18 to purchase alcohol and it is also illegal for those 
aged 18 and over to provide alcohol to those under the age of 18.  
In New Zealand the possession, usage and selling of non-prescribed drugs is illegal.  Possession of even 
the smallest amount of illegal substances will jeopardise your enrolment and stay in New Zealand.  
 
International Students are not allowed to buy a car or motorcycle while in New Zealand, or to drive someone 
else’s motor vehicle unless there are very special circumstances that are discussed and negotiated with a 
student’s agent and parents. If you want to gain your driver’s licence, you must apply for permission from 
Mrs Quinney. An international student may be driven in cars or other vehicles driven only by homestay 
hosts, their agents, teaching staff, or the school’s authorised agents. You must wear a seat belt in a car. 
 
A student may purchase a bicycle. When riding a bike, you must wear a helmet, and you are not allowed to 
ride on the footpath. You should have a light on your bike if you ride it in the dark. 
   
Should there be a serious breach of any of the rules referred to in the contract the student’s education may 
be immediately terminated, and the student immediately returned to home. In this case, there shall be no 
refund of school or other fees.  The cost of travelling home shall be paid by the parents/guardians. 
  

 
THE FOLLOWING WILL BE CONSIDERED AS REASONS FOR EARLY RETURN HOME 

• Involvement with drugs 

• Breaking New Zealand laws (including traffic violations) 

• Irregular attendance at school 

• Violence towards fellow students 

• Disregard of school rules 

• Personal problems (including anorexia or bulimia) are considered best dealt with by the 
natural family in the student’s home country 

• Sexual misconduct 
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PLEASE TELL SOMEONE IF YOU FEEL UNWELL.  New Zealand has 

many good doctors, both male and female. If you need a doctor, hostel staff, 
your homestay parents or Mrs Cunningham will make an appointment for 
you, and take you there. You can ask another student to come for support if 
you are worried about the language. 
 
 
Please speak with your Host parents, or Mrs Cunningham about any health 
problems and if you have a known medical condition.  Do not be embarrassed as changes in 
climate and food can often affect your health.  Your homestay parents will contact the College if 
you are unwell and cannot attend school.  
  
 

ACCIDENT INSURANCE  

The Accident Compensation Corporation provides accident insurance for all New Zealand citizens, 
residents, and temporary visitors to New Zealand, but you may still be liable for all other 
medical and related costs. Further information can be viewed on the ACC website at 
www.acc.co.nz  

 

MEDICAL, HEALTH AND TRAVEL INSURANCE 

 It is compulsory for all International Students to have adequate medical insurance.  The College offers an 
excellent medical insurance policy to the students through a reputable insurance company: Uni-Care 
Educational Travel Insurance Service http://www.uni-care.org  Students who do not enrol in the School 
Uni-Care policy must sign a guarantee that they have made their/own arrangements and that these 
arrangements are acceptable to the College and meet the Code of Practice requirements.  Students will 
be required to produce their insurance policy at Orientation and if it is not acceptable the student will be 
required to take out a Uni-Care NZ Student Plan policy which does meet the New Zealand Code of 

Practice requirements. 

Because you have insurance, your insurance company will reimburse any medical costs you have. If you 
receive medical treatment during your visit, you may have to pay the cost of that treatment, but the school 

will claim back the cost through your health insurer, so that it is refunded to you.  

 
In some cases we are unable to guarantee the health and well-being of the student, because 
the student has issues relating to mental and physical health that were not disclosed prior 
to enrolment or have arisen since arrival.  In such cases the Principal reserves the right to 
return the student to their parents and home country. 
 

 
 
You will have a separate handbook with information about homestay routines and expectations. 
Nikki will organise a meeting once a term to ask how you feel about your accommodation, but if 
you have any worries or problems, you can speak to her at any time. She is usually in the 
International office at interval or lunchtime, or you can text her after school on 021 417872. 
   

http://www.acc.co.nz/
http://www.uni-care.org/
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St Peter’s College has agreed to observe and be bound by the Code of Practice for the Pastoral 
Care of International Students. Copies of the Code are available from the New Zealand 
Ministry of Education website at www.minedu.govt.nz/international 

 

 
 
If an International Student has a complaint against any staff member, homestay family member, or 
any other person, it should be expressed to Mrs Cunningham. 
 
They will: 
 

• Listen carefully to the complaint from the International Student, who may wish to bring a 
support person with them. 

• Check out the details of the complaint, including asking 
questions of the alleged offending party. 

• Make a decision and set out the actions that have to be 
taken 

• Inform the student and other parties of the outcome. 
If the student is not satisfied, the matter can be taken to the 
Principal or the student may decide to take the matter to our 
Board of Trustees . 
 

If an International Student has a complaint against our International 
staff, it should be expressed to the Principal. 
 
He/She will: 
 

• Listen carefully to the complaint from the international 
student, who may wish to bring others to support the 
complaint. 

• Check out the details of the actions that have to be taken. 

• Inform the student and the International staff member. 

• If the student is not satisfied, the matter can be revisited with the Principal or the student 
may decide to take the matter to our Board of Trustees or to the IEAA (see Code of Practice 
manual). 

  
The Government also funds a Disputes Resolution Scheme (DRS) for international students.  If 
you have a dispute with the school about your contract or financial arrangements, you can contact 
the DRS for help. Find out more at http://www.istudent.org.nz/ . 

 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/international
http://www.istudent.org.nz/
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Full details of visa and permit requirements, 
advice on rights to employment in New Zealand 
while studying, and reporting requirements are 
available through the New Zealand Immigration 
Service, and can be viewed on their website at 
http://www.immigration.govt.nz. 
 
Immigration New Zealand have now approved 
students to study at a New Zealand school for 
three months or less without requiring a student 
visa. For students from some countries (eg 
Germany), the need for any visa is waived if you 
are here for less than three months. Check the 
website to see if this applies to you.  All other 
students wishing to study at St Peter’s College for three months or more must apply for a student visa in 
their home country.  Please refer to Immigration New Zealand www.immigration.govt.nz for further 
information.  Once the student has been issued a student visa the student will be generally able to travel 
freely in and out of New Zealand for twelve months (some conditions and exceptions apply). 
  
If the student is issued with a student visa, you cannot normally work in New Zealand unless you are 
granted approval by Immigration New Zealand as you are studying at Years 12 or 13 and with the approval 
of St Peter’s College and the student’s parents.  The student visa is issued for the school which accepts the 
student.  If the student changes school, he/she must get a new student visa.  If the student breaks the 
school rules, the school can withdraw the student’s visa and he/she will have to leave the country. 
  
If the student’s parents or family wish to visit the student at any time, they may do so by entering the country 
on a tourist visa which is valid for a short period of time.  Contact the New Zealand Immigration Service to 
confirm the length of time the visa is available www.immigration.govt.nz  
 

 
 

 

http://www.immigration.govt.nz/
http://www.immigration.govt.nz/
http://www.immigration.govt.nz/
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Summary of our Refund and Fee Protection Policies: 
 

•  If you are accepted for enrolment and send your fees, we will return all money, less the school’s 
actual expenses, if you withdraw, in writing, at least two weeks BEFORE arriving at the school. 
 
•  If you change status during the year, there is no refund. 
 
•  If you withdraw from the school in your first half year, you will get half of your fees back, less any 
actual expenses that the school has incurred because we have committed funding to the second half 
year. 
 
•  If you withdraw from the school in the second half year you will normally not get a refund. But if you 
believe there are special circumstances, you are able to apply for a refund. 
 
•  If you are expelled from the school because of your behaviour or things you have done, you will 
normally not be eligible for a refund.  But if you believe there are special circumstances, you are able to 
apply for a refund. 
 
•  If you wish to apply for a refund, you must make your case to the school Board of Trustees. 
 
•  It is the policy of St Peter’s College, not to commit international student fees already paid, in a 
manner which would make a full refund impossible at any stage, for all or any of our international 
students. 

 
In order to be eligible for any refund the parent or legal guardian must apply in writing to the Board setting 
out the special circumstances of the claim. 
  
If the withdrawal is prior to the Student coming to New Zealand the fees paid will be refunded in full minus 
$500 administration fee. If the Student wishes to withdraw after arriving in New Zealand and commencing 
the subject, course or programme, no refund will be made except where the Student returns home due to 
serious illness of the Student or because of a death or serious illness of a close family member.  In that 
event the refund will be calculated in accordance with paragraph 3. 
  
Where the Student withdraws from a subject, course or programme at St Peter’s College and is eligible to 
receive a refund, the Board may refund to the person who paid the fees in respect of the subject, course or 
programme any amount of the fees it thinks appropriate but any such amount will reflect deductions for the 
following: 

• the Board’s best estimate of the cost to St Peter’s College of providing tuition in the subject, course 
or programme for one student up to that time; 

• an amount that in the Board’s opinion reflects the use made by one student in the subject, course or 
programme of St Peter College’s capital facilities; 

• the appropriate portion of the amounts paid by the Board in respect of foreign students; and 

• all other fees prescribed by the Board. 
NB No refunds will be made: 

• Where students are asked to leave St Peter’s College because of misbehaviour, poor attendance or 
violation of the rules regarding motor vehicles. 

• Where students wish to transfer to another school for whatever reason. 

• Where students return home for any reason other than the student’s serious illness or death or 
serious illness of a close member of the family.  

• Where students acquire permanent residence after having enrolled at St Peter’s College. 
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Talia  

has issues with her body and  

eating…… 

 

she could talk to.. 

 

✓ The school counsellor 

✓ A doctor 

✓ Her Whanau Teacher or a 

teacher she trusts. 

 

Tae Woo 
is too tired to concentrate at 

school…….  

He could 

✓ Go to bed much earlier 

✓ Talk to Mrs Cunningham 

about his 

homework 

 

In New Zealand you 

will need at least 7 

to 8 hours sleep to do well at school 

 

Jinny 
is involved in an accident and 

goes to 

hospital… 

 

 

She must call 

✓ The 24/7 emergency number  

021 417 872 

✓ Her home stay or the hostel 

 

Heath 
gets abusive and violent when he 

is angry……. 

he could talk to or go to.. 

✓ The school counsellor 

✓ Citizens Advice  

Bureau 

✓ A doctor 

 

Johnny 
has wasted nearly all the money  

his parents had given him for 

living expenses…. 

  

he could talk to.. 

✓ Mrs Cunningham 

✓ school counsellor 

✓ His Whanau teacher 

 

Yen Mai 
Has been harassed by other  

students calling her racist 

names… 

she could talk to the.. 

✓ Mrs Cunningham 

✓ School counsellor 

✓ Mr Jack 

✓ Her Whanau teacher 

 

Steve 
has been spending too much 

time on the internet and not 

sleeping  

he could talk to.. 

✓ The school counsellor 

✓ Youth Gambling Helpline 

✓ His homestay parent 

✓ Lifeline or 

Youthline 

 

 

Michael  
feels pressured because everyone  

expects him to do well at 

school….. 

he could talk to.. 

 

✓ The school counsellor  

✓ His Form Teacher or 

Learning Tutor 

✓ A doctor 
✓ Mrs Cunningham 

Andre 
is addicted to gaming and has 

spent a lot of money…….. 

he could talk to.. 

 

✓ The school counsellor 

✓ His homestay parents or 

✓ His mentor at the hostel 

✓ Mrs Cunningham 

 

Duha 
has arrived in NZ and is finding 

it hard to fit in……. 

she could talk to.. 

✓ Mrs Cunningham 

✓ The school counsellor 

✓ Her Whanau Teacher  

 

 

 

Rachel 
is being abused by her 

caregiver….. 

she could phone 

✓ The 24/7 Emergency 

Contact number  

✓ 021 417 872 

or talk to or go to.. 

✓ Mrs Cunningham 

✓ The school counsellor  

✓ Her Whanu Teacher  

✓ The Police 

 

Catherine 
Is feeling depressed and 

suicidal…. 

she could phone.. 

✓ The 24/7 Emergency 

Contact number  

✓ 021 417 872 

or talk to.. 

✓ The school counsellor  

✓ Youthline 0800 376 633   

✓ A doctor 
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